Holy Communion for Christmas and Epiphany

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Fatherand the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
And also with you.

Christ has brought us out of darkness:

to liveinhis marvellous light.

We have come togetherin the presence of God our Fatherto rejoice
inthe gift of Jesusto us as the light of the world and to offerto God
our thanksgivingin prayerandsong.

Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectlylove you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Prayers of Penitence

The Beatitudes

Let us hear our Lord’s blessing on those who follow him.
Blessed are the poorin spirit,

for theirsis the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn,

for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek,

for they shallinheritthe earth.

Blessed are those who hungerand thirst after righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful,

for they shall obtain mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart,

for theyshall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they shall be called children of God.

Blessed are those who suffer persecution forrighteousness’ sake,
for theirsisthe kingdom of heaven.



Invitation to confession

Christthe light of the world has come
to dispel the darkness of our hearts.
Let usturn to the lightand confess oursins

Prayer of Confession

Father eternal, giver of lightand grace,

we have sinned against you and against our neighbour,

in what we have thought, in what we have said and done,
through ignorance, through weakness,

through our own deliberate fault.

We have wounded your love, and marred your image in us.
We are sorry and ashamed, and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,
forgive us all that is past;

and lead us out from darkness to walk as children of light.
Amen

The Absolution

May God who loved the world so much

that he sent his Son to be our Saviour
forgive yoursins

and make you holy to serve himinthe world,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Gloria

Gloryto Godin the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenlyKing,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,



with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect

Readings

At the end the reader may say
Thisis the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia.

The Word became flesh and dweltamongus,
And we have seenthe glory.

Alleluia

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ accordingto N.
Gloryto you, O Lord.

Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

The Creed

We believeinone God,

the Father, the Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is seenand unseen.

We believe inone Lord Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father;

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God;

begotten not made,

one in being with the Father;

through Him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven.
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.



For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day He rose again,

in accordance with the Scriptures;

He ascendedinto heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and His kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the Giverof life,

who proceeds from the Fatherand the Son,

who with the Father and the Son He is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers

Lord, inyour mercy
hear our prayer.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Peace

Gloryto God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
to allinwhom he delights.

The peace of the Lord be always with you

And also with you.
Let us offerone anotherthe sign of peace.

Hymn

Preparation of the Table

Word made flesh, life of the world,

inyour incarnation you embraced our poverty:
by your Spirit may we share inyour riches.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord is here.



His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We liftthem to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, Lord God,
our lightand our salvation;
to you be gloryand praise forever.

From the beginningyou have created all things

and all yourworks echo the silent musicof your praise.
In the fullness of time you made usinyourimage,

the crown of all creation.

You give us breath and speech, that with angels and archangels
and all the powers of heaven
we may find a voice tosingyour praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna inthe highest.

Blessedis he who comesin the name of the Lord.
Hosanna inthe highest.

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord.
As a mothertenderly gathers herchildren,
youembraced a people asyourown.

When theyturned away and rebelled

your love remained steadfast.

From themyou raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary,
to be the livingbread,
inwhom all our hungers are satisfied.

He offered hislifeforsinners,
and with a love strongerthan death
he opened wide hisarms onthe cross.

On the night before he died,

he came to supperwith hisfriends

and, taking bread, he gave you thanks.

He brokeitand gave it to them, saying:

Take, eat; thisis my body whichisgivenforyou;
do thisinremembrance of me.

At the end of supper, takingthe cup of wine,
he gave youthanks, and said:



Drink this, all of you; thisis my blood of the new covenant,
whichisshed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drinkit, inremembrance of me.

Great isthe mystery of faith:
Christ has died:

Christ isrisen:

Christ will come again.

Father, we plead with confidence

his sacrifice made once forall upon the cross;

we rememberhisdyingandrisinginglory,

and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at yourright hand.
Pourout your Holy Spirit as we bring before you

these gifts of your creation;

may they be for us the body and blood of yourdear Son.
As we eatand drink these holy thingsinyourpresence,
formus in the likeness of Christ,

and buildusintoa livingtempletoyourglory.

Remember, Lord, your Churchineveryland.

Reveal herunity, guard herfaith,

and preserve herin peace.

Bringus at the last with all the saints

to the vision of that eternal splendour

for whichyou have created us;

through Jesus Christ, our Lord,

by whom, withwhom, andin whom,

with all who stand before youin earth and heaven,

we worship you, Fatheralmighty, in songs of everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and power
yours be for everand ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

As ourSaviourtaught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as inheaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliverus from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours



now and for ever. Amen.

We break thisbread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion

Draw nearwith faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,

and his blood which he shed foryou.

Eat and drink

inremembrance that he died foryou,
and feed on himinyour hearts

by faith with thanksgiving.

Most merciful Lord, your love compels us to comein.

Our hands were unclean, our hearts were unprepared;

we were not fit even to eat the crumbs from underyour table.

But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation,

and share your bread with sinners.

So cleanse and feed us with the precious body and blood of your Son,
that he may live inus and we in him;

and that we, with the whole company of Christ,

may sit and eat in your kingdom. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Almighty God.

we thank you for feedingus

with the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ.
Through him we offeryou our souls and bodies
to be aliving sacrifice.

Send us out

in the power of your Spirit

to live and work

to your praise and glory.

Amen.



Blessing

May the Father,

wholoved the eternal Son

from before the foundation of the world,
shed that love uponyou his children.
Andthe blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Hymn

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.



